
 

                           
 

 
 

Join us Tuesday, February 6th at 6:00 pm 
at the Ira Nelson Horticultural Center  

 
 

Old Man Winter has really been flexing his muscle these past few weeks!  In September 

and October, I recall more than one meteorologist predicting a “drier and milder 

winter”.  Well, these recent low temperatures are the lowest we have experienced in the 

past four years.  Our treasured hibiscus can handle 40 degrees, but less than that, and 

they start to suffer.  I have lost a few plants even in my greenhouse—cultivars that are 

perhaps more sensitive—and I am certain some of you have lost plants as well.  But on 

the bright side: the arrival of February’s Dupont Nursery visit and the approach of 

milder weather in March promise us new additions to our hibiscus inventory, the thought 

of which is sure to warm us up with excitement in these frigid times. 

 

On the heels of the Dupont visit, our February meeting will focus on waking our plants up 

from their winter slumber, by carefully increasing our fertilizing in time for show 

season, by exploring the multitude of fertilizer options, and by considering all-natural 

soil amendments.  Stay warm, and I’ll see you on February 6th!   

   MBAC President, Ryan Perry 
 

 
 

 
 

2019 Hibiscus Calendars 
 

It’s time to start our bloom photo contest for the 2019 
MBAC Calendar.  Bring your 4x6 bloom photos to the 
meeting.  Each member can enter two photos in the 
monthly contests. They do not have to be recent photos, 
but must be blooms you have grown.   
 
Reminder!  Winning photos should be emailed to Buddy 
(buddy@acadianahibiscus.com) as soon as possible 
after the meeting. 
.
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Upcoming Events 
 

Dupont Nursery Visit     February 3, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      February 6, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      March 6, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      April 3, 2018 
Festival des Fleurs      April 14, 2018 
Space City Hibiscus Show    April 21, 2018 
New Orleans Hibiscus Show    April 22, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      May 1, 2018 
RedStick Hibiscus Show    May 6, 2018 
Lone Star Hibiscus Show    May 12, 2018 
MBAC Hibiscus Show     May 20, 2018 
Lone Star II Hibiscus Show    June 3, 2018 
MBAC Meeting      June 5, 2018 
 
 
  

 
TRIP TO DUPONT NURSERY – SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 3rd 

 
The annual visit to Dupont Nursery has been set for 
Saturday, February 3rd in order to accommodate 
members who are engaged in the Mardi Gras activities 
and to be able to visit the nursery before too many 
plants are sent out to the local nurseries.  With all three 
Louisiana Chapters being invited, it is important that we 
are able to provide a fairly accurate head count to 
permit the Duponts to better plan for lunch.  Please let 
Buddy know if you are planning to stay for lunch 337-
278-0946 or buddy@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 
Visiting Etiquette: As the Dupont Nursery has become 
an important source of new hibiscus cultivars, it has had 
to exercise greater precaution in safeguarding it’s new seedlings. In the past, some seedlings have 
been taken that were not yet released for sale. Should the cultivar be one that they intend to patent, 
its premature sale could complicate or even jeopardize the process. So it is absolutely essential that 
we purchase only those plants that have been released for sale. Being good guests is not only good 
manners, but our cooperation will determine whether we will be welcome at the nursery in the future. 
Mr. Robert Dupont III, Bobby’s grandson, sent out an email a few years ago explaining the conditions 
of our visit. The same procedure will hold for this year’s trip as well.  Please follow his directions in 
all particulars.  
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“All visitors must check in at the front office and all cars must be parked in the office 
parking lot. Only plants with designated signs will be allowed to be purchased. All plants 
will be placed on carts and brought to the check out area in the shipping warehouse 
where they will be inspected before they are allowed to be loaded into vehicles. We are 
asking everyone kindly not to move plants from one area to another while shopping. If 
someone picks out a plant and decides it is not one they wish to buy, it must be 
returned to the exact location from which it was taken. Anyone caught with a plant taken 
from an area other than the designated benches will be asked to leave the premises. 
Only hibiscus will be allowed to be purchased and all other plants in the nursery are off 
limits. Browsing is acceptable but we ask that no one bring plants other than hibiscus to 
the check out area. Your 20% discount applies and lunch will be served. Abiding by 
these rules and the outcome of this sale will determine future visits.” 

 
DIRECTIONS: Take I-10 east to Baton Rouge.  
Take the exit to Plaquemine (LA 1), follow the 
road into Plaquemine to the intersection of LA 1 
and Hwy 75 (same as Bellevue Drive).  There is 
a McDonalds on the corner.  Take a right on to 
Hwy 75 and proceed to the end of the road 
(approximately 7 miles). You will come to a stop 
sign and the bayou will be directly in front of 
you, Jack Miller’s store is to your right. At the 
stop sign turn left and proceed for about a mile 
and a quarter. On the left side of the road is a 

sign for “Dupont Nursery Home of Cajun Color.” Turn onto the gravel road and proceed until you 
see the greenhouses on your right. Everyone will need to sign in at the office.  
 
Plants for Sale: The nursery normally provides a list of available cultivars a few days before the visit 
which will be forwarded by email. Some of the plants are available only in gallons, but many are also 
planted in 3 gallon (10”) pots and hanging baskets.  
 
You can pay for your plants with a personal check, cash or CREDIT CARD. 
 

 
Meet the Trahans 

On a really cold Friday December 8th Sandra Theall 
and I went to Crowley, LA to deliver personally our 
2018 chapter calendar and to visit with Emma and 
Randy Trahan, the parents of Sgt. Seth Trahan. Emma 
and Randy were really glad to see us and we had a 
wonderful visit together. They were so gracious and 
so appreciative of Sgt. Seth’s honor as the 2017 New 
Seedling of the Year award. They were all smiles and 
so were we. As a little added plus, as soon as our 
weather cooperates our chapter will deliver a 
beautiful plant of Sgt. Seth Trahan for their 
enjoyment.  
It’s as it should be.............................Buddy 



 
 
Harry Goulding, namesake of the 
Harry Goulding Hibiscus Chapter in 
Punta Gorda, was a very prolific 
hybridizer with 479 registered cultivars. 
His hybridizing adventures began in 
1932 with 12 varieties he collected on 
a trip around Florida. 
 

 
 

A Step Back in History……. 
From the January-March 1967 Seed Pod 

 

“The Thing”  
Facts and Fancy from a hybridizer’s notebook 

by Harry Goulding 
 
Positively, at least in Central-South Florida, almost all cultivars of H. Rosa Sinensis hybrids 
will combine as male or female parents to produce seed under the right conditions. 
Persistence and chance are your allies. 
 
Dominance is a character or quality transmitted to a hybrid from one of the parents, 
which rules to the apparent exclusion of any antagonistic trait, and in hibiscus apparently 
governs in both the male and female cross. An example is the heavy, long, curved stamin 
on most progeny of ROSS ESTEY. 

100% Perlite, in full sun, under continuous daylight mist, discontinuing at night, is the best 
way to root cuttings. 

Tip cuttings of all hibiscus cultivars make superior plants.  Best cuttings for grafting stock 
come from large, old plants of BRILLIANT that have not been fertilized for years, giving 
heavy tips of seasoned wood. 

Own-root plants are often superior in some 
cultivars. 

Old, though discarded, seedling winners live in the 
heart and memory of the hybridizer. This is one 
answer to the question, “Where are the seedlings of 
yesteryear?” 

The knowledge and development of cultivars with 
known dominance of color, or form, or plant is 
essential to the hybridizers’ success, and is 
ultimately reflected to a marked degree in their 
seedlings. 

An equal degree of dominance in each parent will 
result in a liquid melting of color, rather than a 
resemblance to either parent. Example: ROSS 
ESTEY (pink) X MANY TIMES (orange), both 
dominant cultivars as to color, will give salmon-
peach shades. (Note: ROSS ESTEY will completely 
dominate and control most cultivars.) 

Fasten your stud tags on the plant limb rather 
than on the bloom stem, unless your plants are 
well protected from wind. 

 



 
Creole Flame (Reg. 1969) 

High Society (Reg. 1965) 

“The Thing” continued…… 

The outer shell of hibiscus seed become harder with age, however, seed in excess of one 
year old will germinate, but must be nicked with a sharp knife, as all hibiscus seed, 
regardless of age, should be. 

The size of seed accurately indicates size of resulting boom. 

All true perfect white cultivars are sports. Example: WHITE 
DAINTY and LAURA. Can you prove otherwise? 

Cardboard aluminum foil reflectors around your seedling 
flats will increase light intensity during cloudy days. 

On cold days bring your intended pollen studs inside as early 
as possible in the morning. A warm room, with high 
humidity and strong light will hasten dehiscing and enable 
pollenizing while the pod plants are receptive. 

The cold nights in the fall of 1966 were very derogatory to 
seed making. I made 247 crosses for 36 seed pods. Spring is 

always the best time, so get sharp. 

Keeping records may show that grandparents of cultivars influence seedlings more than 
the immediate parents. 

Be sure to keep baby seedlings on the dry side. 

Does the size of a new seedling bloom actually influence the judging to a marked degree? 
(P.S. I love all the judges.) 

Remember in selecting your parents that you must have a bush as well as a bloom, so cross 
your choice bloom with a strong grower whenever possible, and made some crosses of Bush 
X Bush. 

It is basically poor policy, in Florida, to cross two Hawaiians. 

Certain individual hybrid cultivars are limited to 
geographical areas, countries, or even states. Each area must 
develop its own plants using its own acclimatized cultivars in 
all cases as one parent combining with the exotics. 

The greatest asset in planting seedlings direct to beds, rather 
than cans, when quite small is the development of long tap 
roots, making frequent watering unnecessary as plants 
become larger. 

Some success has been attained in making seed using bloom 
one full day before natural opening.  Uncurl the premature 
bud, deposit pollen, and curl back the petals, to open next 
day. 

The very first blooms to appear on your young seedlings will prove strong seeders, and 
speed up your seedling project. 

 



 
Twinkle Star (Reg. 1969) 

 
Plum Dandy (Reg. 1968) 

 

“The Thing” continued…… 

Bloom size on certain cultivars improve with age and size of bush. Example 232 RED, now 
TOM MCCAHILL, one of the best reds. 

The percentage of seed germination is much higher with certain cultivars as influenced by 
the pod parent. 

Cultivars spotted or blotched only seasonally are less 
dominant transmitters of this coloring to progeny. 

Dr. Egolf will eventually cross H. Syriacus and H. Rosa 
Sinensis. 

KAWAIOLA BEAUTY holds known record for number of seed 
in one pod – 46. 

Hibiscus scion wood for grafting is improved by placing in a 
plastic bag for from three to five days. 

The cultivar “HARRY GOULDING” is very dominant pollen 
plant for large bloom and yellow spots and blotching, but off-
spring are often of poor texture and dull coloring.  “JIM 

HENDRY” by Pic Thompson is from “HAWAIIANA” X unknown yellow. HAWAIIANA, an F-1 
hybrid of native Hawaiian white, is one parent of “ROSS ESTEY” by Gast. 

Having been led to understand women are smarter then men, and willing to admit their 
esthetic superiority, taste, and knowledge of color, and detail accuracy in form, it behooves  

me to question their genius in the hybridizing field. Come on gals, and elbow up to the 
bargain seedling table, please. 

Pink tones are without question the most dominant in hibiscus. Possibly if all the pollen in 
Florida was placed in a mixing bowl, and applied promiscuously, 80% of the resulting 
seedlings would be pink. Like doubles, you will get all the pinks desired without trying. 
Brown is also dominant usually, while true yellow and red are difficult, and white 
practically as impossible as blue. 

With the greatest of interest and anticipation I note crosses of 
brown shades X lavender shades will give blends of Beet root 
purple. This knowledge may give us a new break-through in 
color range. Remembering that when possible to use your 
Florida-developed cultivars as one parent, please get busy this 
spring with these two colors. …….. Be the first to bring these 
exciting new seedling shades to the shows. 

Visualize your crosses and aim at a star. What about a double 
yellow miniature, a white SCHIZOPETALUS (to satisfy heart 
and desire of our President, Mr. Philol, or I will settle for a 
nice ruffled purple single, which you might name “PLUM 
GORGEOUS”. 

 

 



 

Name That Bloom 
 

Can you name these blooms????  Make a list of the blooms and bring it to the meeting.  We 

will identify the blooms and the member with the most correct will win the prize. There will be a 

drawing if there are multiple winners.  Don’t miss out on the fun! 

         

 

 
 

 
 

Buddy’s Blooms and Things 
 

Today, as I write this, it is Saturday January 20
th

 2018. Incredibly Lafayette has recorded 2 !!!!!!! 

snows this month and we still have another 10 or so days to go. Wow! 2!!!! Correct me if I’m wrong 

but one morning last week it got down to 14 degrees. My memory is somewhat fuzzy simply because 

while you guys (including my wife) were getting hit with those unbelievable temperatures I, by sheer 

luck, was in Florida playing golf!! Sorry. I just had to slip that in. 

 

I hope your plants were well protected throughout this severe cold snap and that when our temperatures 

return to normal we can take them out and survey the damage. For those of you with only a few plants 

continue to monitor the weather forecast and when you see a break in temperatures take them out for 

some air. With the forecast today of 65 I started off my day by rolling out my plant carts from the 

garage and giving them a little drink from the hose. If the long term temperatures stay high enough I 

1 

 

2 3 

6 4 5 



plan on getting out my fertilizer can and giving them a little feeding. Whether you choose to follow suit 

is your call. Can’t hurt. 

 

Recently I sent out to our members the New Orleans chapter December newsletter because Father 

Gerlich had some excellent information on dealing with cold damaged plants. I hope you read his 

words. They were exceptional.  Since we learn by repetition here are several paragraphs from his 

message. Follow his lead. 

 

Cutting Back Damaged Plants  
If your hibiscus plants were in exposed positions during 

our brief cold spell in early December, you may have lost 

them, especially if you live in the colder areas outside of 

the city. But it is also quite possible — indeed likely — that 

many hibiscus planted in the ground are only “mostly” 

dead. Branches lower to the ground might have received 

enough ground warmth to have survived, and it is not 

uncommon for plants to re-sprout from below the ground. 

That being said, let me caution you not to be too hasty in 

cutting back your outdoor plants.  

 

Our natural impulse as gardeners is to “repair” the visual damage as quickly as possible. 

Generally, this means cutting back or replacing plants. But one can be too quick to bring out the 

clippers and shovel. It is only natural that hibiscus display their displeasure with leaves that sag 

and wilt after exposure to cold. They will recover quickly, however, if the cold has not been too 

prolonged or severe. Brown leaves, on the other hand, will not. Once the leaves shrivel and turn 

brown, they are dead. Eventually, they will fall off on their own. But if you feel that the dead 

leaves make the plants look too unattractive, just pick them off.  

 

Pruning plants back too soon after a freeze risks cutting off viable wood. Just because the leaves 

are dead, one should not assume that the branch is dead as well. Once warm weather returns, a 

live branch will sprout out again. And, with a bit of time, a new flush of leaves will cover the 

plant. Areas that do not produce new growth are dead. Once the plant has leafed out, it is easy 

to determine just how far down one needs to cut back.  

 

Another reason not to cut back too quickly is to avoid tender growth too early in the season. A 

plant that has been pruned releases chemical signals that promote growth. In general, this is a 

good thing, but new growth is especially sensitive to cold weather. It sometimes happens that a 

late frost will damage newly sprouted leaves, further delaying the recovery of the plant or even 

critically weakening it. In short, if you have damaged plants in the yard, wait until you see some 

signs of new growth before pruning the plant back to viable wood. 

 

If you plan on attending the Dupont Nursery visit on Saturday February 3
rd

 please let me know so that 

we can give the nursery an approximate head count. 

 

Spring is coming! Spring is coming! Spring is coming! Now don’t you feel better? 

 

See you soon…………………………………………………Frost Bite Buddy 



 

For your viewing pleasure….. 

            A few seedlings of Pushpa Suresh 

           
Alluring Diamonds   Antique Coin   Bollywood 
(White Diamonds x Allure)  (White Diamonds x Unknown)  (Classical Dancer x Allure) 
 

           
Fifth Planet    Flashback    Soul Connections 
(Night Runner x Unknown)  (Black Jack x Unknown)   (Great Grape x Bob Carran) 
 

           
Zara     Shiva     Terton 
(White Diamonds x India Ink)  (Dark Continent x Madame Curie) (Night Runner x Unknown) 

 



 

 
MBAC Chapter Shirts 

In an effort to get all members in chapter shirts for Festival des Fleurs and 

our show, the chapter will pay the cost of the logo stitching on your first 

shirt.  You provide the shirt of your choice of color and style.  There cannot 

be anything on the left side where the logo will be stitched.   
 

    

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have something you would like to share with the members in the newsletter? 

Submit it by the 15
th
 of the month to your  

Newsletter Editor, Ann Peltier @ ann@acadianahibiscus.com. 

 

 

2018 MBAC Board 
 

President ~ Ryan Perry ~ 504-352-6091 ~ rperry123@gmail.com 

Vice President ~ Connie Chauvin – 337-339-1959 – sweetie4559@gmail.com 

Secretary ~ Ann Peltier – 337-781-4992 – ann@acadianahibiscus.com 

Treasurer ~ Buddy Short ~ 337-278-0946 ~ buddy@acadianahibiscus.com 

Member Liaison ~ Tucker Plaisance ~ 985-856-5291 ~ tuckerplaisance@gmail.com 

Past President – Sandy Scheuermann ~ 337-849-5388 ~ sbs2948@gmail.com 
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